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I F  Y O U  R E A L LY  w a n t  t o  h e a r  a b o u t  i t ,  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  y o u ’ l l  p r o b a b l y  w a n t  t o 

k n o w  i s  w h e r e  I  w a s  b o r n ,  a n d  w h a t  m y  l o u s y  c h i l d h o o d  w a s  l i k e ,  a n d  h o w  m y 

p a r e n t s  w e r e  o c c u p i e d  a n d  a l l  b e f o r e  t h e y  h a d  m e ,  a n d  a l l  t h a t  D a v i d  C o p p e r f i e l d 

k i n d  o f  c r a p ,  b u t  I  d o n ’ t  f e e l  l i k e  g o i n g  i n t o  i t ,  i f  y o u  w a n t  t o  k n o w  t h e  t r u t h .  I n 

t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  t h a t  s t u f f  b o r e s  m e ,  a n d  i n   t h e  s e c o n d  p l a c e ,  m y  p a r e n t s  w o u l d 

h a v e  a b o u t  t w o  h e m o r r h a g e s  a p i e c e  i f  I  t o l d  a n y t h i n g  p r e t t y  p e r s o n a l  a b o u t  t h e m . 

T h e y ’ r e  q u i t e  t o u c h y  a b o u t  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  m y  f a t h e r .  T h e y ’ r e  n i c e 

a n d  a l l — I ’ m  n o t  s a y i n g  t h a t — b u t  t h e y ’ r e  a l s o  t o u c h y  a s  h e l l .  B e s i d e s ,  I ’ m  n o t 

g o i n g  t o  t e l l  y o u  m y  w h o l e  g o d d a m  a u t o b i o g r a p h y  o r  a n y t h i n g .

L i t t l e ,  B r o w n  B o o k s  N e w  Yo r k  /  B o s t o n  I S B N  0 – 3 1 6 – 7 6 9 4 8 – 7

A LITERARY 
SENSATION

” O n e  r e a d s  i t ,  h a r d l y  k n o w i n g  w e t h e r  t o  c h u c k l e  o r  c r y . . .  t h a t  r a r e 

m i r a c l e  o f  f i c t i o n  h a s  a g a i n  c o m e  t o  p a s s :  a  h u m a n  b e i n g  h a s  b e e n 

c r e a t e d  o u t  o f  i n k ,  p a p e r  a n d  t h e  i m a g i n a t i o n . “  — C l i f t o n  F a d e m a n

T h i s  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  r e m a r k a b l e  b o o k s  p u b l i s h e d  i n  y e a r s .  I t  i s 

t h e  s t o r y  o f  s i x t e e n - y e a r - o l d  H o l d e n  C a u l f i e l d ,  w h o  w a n t s  d e s -

p e r a t e l y  t o  f i n d  h i m s e l f ,  b u t  w h o  g o e s  u n d e r g r o u n d  i n  N e w  Yo r k 

f o r  f o r t y - e i g h t  h o u r s  w h e n  h e  i s  o v e r w h e l m e d  b y  t h e  p e r p l e x i n g 

c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  h i s  l i f e .  R e a d  t h e  f i r s t  p a g e ‑ a n d  y o u  w i l l  n o t  b e 

a b l e  t o  s t o p  u n t i l  y o u  h a v e  c o m p l e t e d  t h i s  w i l d  a n d  m a g i c  a d v e n -

t u r e  w i t h  h i m .
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THE
CATCHER
IN 
THE RYE
IF YOU REALLY want to hear about it, the f irst thing you’l l probably want 

to know is where I was born, and what my lousy childhood was l ike, and 

how my parents were occupied and all before they had me, and all that 

David Copperf ield kind of crap, but I don’t f eel l ike going into it, if you 

want to know the truth. In the f irst place, that stuff bores me, and in  the 

second place, my parents would have about two hemorrhages apiece if 

I told anything pret ty personal about them. They’re quite touchy about 

anything l ike that, especially my f ather. They’re nice and all—I’m not 

saying that—but they’re also touchy as hell. Besides, I’m not going to tell 

you my whole goddam autobiography or anything.

JD Salinger

A LITERARY 
SENSATION

This is one of the most remarkable books published in years. It is the 

story of sixteen-year-old Holden Caulf ield, who wants desperately to f ind 

himself, but who goes underground in New York for forty-eight hours when 

he is overwhelmed by the perplexing circumstances of his l if e. Read 

the f irst page‑and you will not be able to stop unt il you have completed 

this wild and magic adventure with him. J. D. Salinger was born in New 

York City in 1919, at tended public schools, a military academy and three 

colleges. From 1942 to 1946 he served in the Army. He has been writ ing 

since he was f if teen, and his short stories have appeared in many maga-

zines. This is his f irst novel. It was originally published by Lit t le, Brown.

“...One reads it, hardly knowing 

wether to chuckle or cry... that 

rare miracle of fiction has again 

come to pass: a human being 

has been created out of ink,  

paper and the imagination.”

 

—Clifton Fademan
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I F  Y O U  R E A L L Y  w a n t  t o  h e a r  a b o u t  i t ,  t h e  f i r s t 

t h i n g  y o u ’ l l  p r o b a b l y  w a n t  t o  k n o w  i s  w h e r e  I 
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t o u c h y  a b o u t  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  m y 

f a t h e r .  T h e y ’ r e  n i c e  a n d  a l l — I ’ m  n o t  s a y i n g 

t h a t — b u t  t h e y ’ r e  a l s o  t o u c h y  a s  h e l l .  B e s i d e s , 

I ’ m  n o t  g o i n g  t o  t e l l  y o u  m y  w h o l e  g o d d a m  a u -

t o b i o g r a p h y  o r  a n y t h i n g .

A LITERARY 
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This is one of the most remarkable books published in years. It is the 

story of sixteen-year-old Holden Caulf ield, who wants desperately to f ind 

himself, but who goes underground in New York for forty-eight hours when 

he is overwhelmed by the perplexing circumstances of his l if e. Read 

the f irst page‑and you will not be able to stop unt il you have completed 

this wild and magic adventure with him. J. D. Salinger was born in New 

York City in 1919, at tended public schools, a military academy and three 

colleges. From 1942 to 1946 he served in the Army. He has been writ ing 

since he was f if teen, and his short stories have appeared in many maga-

zines. This is his f irst novel. It was originally published by Lit t le, Brown.

“...One reads it, hardly knowing 

wether to chuckle or cry... that 

rare miracle of fiction has again 

come to pass: a human being 

has been created out of ink,  

paper and the imagination.”

 

—Clifton Fademan
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IF YOU REALLY want to hear about it, the first thing you’ll probably want to know is where I was born, and 

what my lousy childhood was like, and how my parents were occupied and all before they had me, and all that 

David Copperfield kind of crap, but I don’t feel like going into it, if you want to know the truth. In the first place, 

that stuff bores me, and in  the second place, my parents would have about two hemorrhages apiece if I told 

anything pretty personal about them. They’re quite touchy about anything like that, especially my father. They’re 

nice and all—I’m not saying that—but they’re also touchy as hell. Besides, I’m not going to tell you my whole 

goddam autobiography or anything.

THE 
CATCHER 
IN
THE
RYE

This is one of the most remarkable books published in years. It is the story of sixteen-year-old Holden 

Caulfield, who wants desperately to find himself, but who goes underground in New York for forty-eight hours 

when he is overwhelmed by the perplexing circumstances of his life. Read the first page‑and you will not be 

able to stop until you have completed this wild and magic adventure with him. J. D. Salinger was born in New 

York City in 1919, attended public schools, a military academy and three colleges. From 1942 to 1946 he served 

in the Army. He has been writing since he was fifteen, and his short stories have appeared in many maga-

zines. This is his first novel. It was originally published by Little, Brown.

“...One reads it, hardly knowing wether 

to chuckle or cry... that rare miracle of 

f ict ion has again come to pass: a human 

being has been created out of ink, paper 

and the imaginat ion.”

 

—Clif ton Fademan
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