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Project 3: 

letters at play
This project deals with individual letters of a word. The student produces an animation to demonstrate how the letters in movement reveal the
connotation of the chosen word in the emotions of a self-portrait.  Denote the unexpected transformation, evolution or revealing the relation-
ship between the word vs. the expressed portrait.

Learning objectives:

> To become aware a letterform is not just type; it can also be a series of visual entities.
> When these entities are unleashed and expressed through series of sequences, they may connect type more as abstract forms & shapes.
> To investigate the relationship of letterforms translated to a graphic illustration to portray a message or visually describing a definition.
> To discover the power of time and movement to create another layer of meaning and definition, interpretation.
> To use the power of transition, and transformation, progression, development, evolution and revelation to create a gestalt (an organized
whole that is perceived as more than the sum of its parts 
> To discover how the forms of different types of families (Old Style, Modern, Slab Serif to San Serif ) may visually enhance the more appro-
priate emotion, connotation, or the hidden meaning.

Process:

1 - Choose & research the full definition of a word that describes a strong feeling/of a state of being (i.e
ecstatic, anger, up-tight, liberated, crazy, stressed, toxicated, surprised, schizo, sociopath, fruitcake, on
cloud nine, in seventh heaven, thrilled, astonished, having a rude awakening, flabbergast).

2 - Think about & choose an appropriate type choice. (A digital library of type has been provided for you.)
Present the 3 most effective type choices & present along the storyboard.

4 - Compose a self-portrait via the letters of the word. As a reference you may use a mirror or a recent
photo to illustrate and express the emotion of the chosen word. Think about different views, angles and
compositions which enhances your intent. Use upper and/or lower case, different sizes and weights (italic,
reg, light, bold) to strengthen the visual depth and the message of the chosen word.

Schedule:

Wk4 T - Class crit - process 1 - 4
Present your chosen word (with its complete thorough definition) Present the 3 different type choices (at 72 pt.) (you will only be using one of them -

hint: apply the font choices to the above definition to get a better feel for them.)

Show 5 computer roughs using the letters of the word to visually portray the mood in a self portrait
Present 3 story boards. 
Write a proposal describing your idea.

Wk4 Th -  Lecture, Work in class & Individual crit

Present revisions of the story board, concept, or type choice, etc.. based on the previous class crit
Bring all material to continue working on your self-portrait in class.

Wk5 T/Th - Work in class animation

Wk6 T - Project 3 due

References:

>“Bembo’s Zoo (An animal ABC book)” by Robert de Vicq de Cumptich
>www.BembosZoo.com
>http://www.lycettebros.com/notmytype/press.htm   (Not My Type by John & Mark Lycette)
>Words at Play by Robert de Vicq de Cumptich + Matteo Bologna 
>www.wordsatplay.com
>Search: “Typographic Portrait”

                   






