
ELLEN LUPTON



Think 
More, 
Design 
Less.



CAREER

1985 

Graduated from Cooper Union

1985 

Founded Design Writing Research with husband Abbott Miller,  

a forum where they could merge theory, practice, writing and design

1989

Design Writing Research became self sustaining with full-time staff 

and office space in NY

1992

Curator of contemporary design at Cooper-Hewitt National Design Museum in NY. She 

has since organized numerous exhibitions accompanied by major publications

1997

Director of MFA program in graphic design at Maryland Institute 

College of Art (MICA)

2003

Design Writing Research website launched

2005

Launched the Design Your Life with her identical twin Julia

PUBLICATIONS

1995 

The Annual of the American Institute of Graphics Arts (365: Aiga Year in Design), with 

David R. Brown, Moira Cullen, Steven Hellerand and Rick Poynor. 

1996 

Mechanical Brides: Women and Machines from Home to Office

1996

Letters from the Avant-Garde: Modern Graphic Design, with Elaine Lustig Cohen

1996

Mixing Messages

1996

Bathroom, the Kitchen, and the Aesthetics of Waste, with J. Abbott Miller

1998

Graphic Design in the Mechanical Age: Selections from the Merril C. Berman Collection, 

with Deborah Rothschild and Derra Goldstein

1999

Design Writing Research

2000

The ABC of Bauhaus, the Bauhaus and Design Theory

2000

Design Culture Now: The National Design Triennial, with Donald Albrecht and Steven 

Skov Holt

2002

Link 8: Codex, with Johanna Drucker, Rachel Schreiber and Bill Sebring

2002

Skin: Surface, Substance, and Design

2003

nside Design Now: The National Design Triennial, with Donald Albrecht, Susan Yelavich 

and Mitchell Owens

2004

Thinking With Type: A Critical Guide for Designers, Writers, Editors and Students

2006

D.I.Y.:Design it Yourself



SELECTED WORK





The Anatomy of a Letter Letter Size 



Kerning Alignment







T-Shirts Totes



Stickers Logos

Zines



Free Downloads



Conclusion

Ellen Lupton is a prolific designer, writer and design theorist who spares her readers design jargon as she discuss typography 
and print design in her books. Her humor and straight forward manner makes her books useful tools both for the established 
designer and the beginner since her books are easy to navigate. Her work as a curator, teacher and writer seems to be aimed 
at making design and its principles readily available to the general public, to create a greater understanding for design.  
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